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Secretary will give priority to an appli-
cant that demonstrates it has substan-
tial experience of this type. 

(d) The applicant may submit such 
additional information as it elects to 
support and describe its plan for 
achieving the objectives of the part. 

§ 1783.8 What are the acceptable meth-
ods for submitting applications? 

(a) Applications for RFP grants may 
be submitted by U.S. Mail. Applica-
tions submitted by mail must be ad-
dressed as follows: Rural Utilities Serv-
ice, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW., STOP 
1548, Washington, DC 20250–1548. The 
outside of the application should be 
marked: ‘‘Attention: Assistant Admin-
istrator, Water and Environmental 
Programs.’’ Applications submitted by 
mail must be postmarked not later 
than the filing deadline to be consid-
ered during the period for which the 
application was submitted. 

(b) In lieu of submitting an applica-
tion by U.S. Mail, an applicant may 
file its application electronically by 
using the Federal Government’s 
eGrants Web site (Grants.gov) at http:// 
www.grants.gov. Applicants should refer 
to instructions found on the Grants.gov 
Web site for procedures for registering 
and using this facility. Applicants who 
have not previously registered on 
Grants.gov should allow a sufficient 
number of business days to complete 
the process necessary to be qualified to 
apply for Federal Government grants 
using electronic submissions. Elec-
tronic submissions must be filed not 
later than the filing deadline to be con-
sidered during the period for which the 
application was submitted. 

(c) The methods of submitting appli-
cations may be changed from time to 
time to reflect changes in addresses 
and electronic submission procedures. 
Applicants should refer to the most re-
cent notice of funding availability for 
notice of any such changes. In the 
event of any discrepancy, the informa-
tion contained in the notice must be 
followed. 

§ 1783.9 What are the criteria for scor-
ing applications? 

(a) Applications that are incomplete 
or ineligible will be returned to the ap-

plicant, accompanied by a statement 
explaining why the application is being 
returned. 

(b) Promptly after an application pe-
riod closes, all applications that are 
complete and eligible will be ranked 
competitively based on the following 
scoring criteria: 

(1) Degree of expertise and successful 
experience in making and servicing 
commercial loans, with a successful 
record, for the following number of full 
years: 

(i) At least 1 but less than 3 years— 
5 points 

(ii) At least 3 but less than 5 years— 
10 points 

(iii) At least 5 but less than 10 
years—20 points 

(iv) 10 or more years—30 points 
(2) Extent to which the work plan 

demonstrates a well thought out, com-
prehensive approach to accomplishing 
the objectives of this part, clearly de-
fines who will be served by the project, 
clearly articulates the problem/issues 
to be addressed, identifies the service 
area to be covered by the RFP loans, 
and appears likely to be sustainable. 
Up to 40 points. 

(3) Percentage of applicant contribu-
tions. Points allowed under this para-
graph will be based on written evidence 
of the availability of funds from 
sources other than the proceeds of an 
RFP grant to pay part of the cost of a 
loan recipient’s project. In-kind con-
tributions will not be considered. 
Funds from other sources as a percent-
age of the RFP grant and points cor-
responding to such percentages are as 
follows: 

(i) Less than 20%—ineligible 
(ii) At least 20% but less than 50%— 

10 points 
(iii) 50% or more—20 points 
(4) Extent to which the goals and ob-

jectives are clearly defined, tied to the 
work plan, and are measurable. Up to 
15 points. 

(5) Lowest ratio of projected adminis-
trative expenses to loans advanced. Up 
to 10 points. 

(6) The evaluation methods for con-
sidering loan applications and making 
RFP loans are specific to the program, 
clearly defined, measurable, and are 
consistent with program outcomes. Up 
to 20 points. 
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